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Organization

The Bureau International des Expositions (BIE) (International Exhibitions Bureau) is the
intergovernmental organization in charge of overseeing the calendar, the bidding, the
selection, and the organization of World and International Expos.

The BIE was created by an international convention signed in Paris, France in 1928, which
established the rights and responsibilities of the Expo organizers and participants. The role of
the BIE is to supervise and ensure the application of this Convention.

As the international governing body of Expos, the BIE provides the regulatory framework for
these prestigious global events, in which countries, international organizations, civil society
groups, corporations, and citizens participate.

The BIE’s mission is to maintain the integrity and quality of Expos so that they may continue
to educate the public and promote innovation in the service of human progress.

Expos must be able to not only provide a benchmark for the human progress made in a given
domain but also propose a roadmap for the way forward — and the BIE works to ensure this.

Institutional Arrangements

The members of the BIE are the Governments of the Contracting Parties (signatory countries
to the Convention).

The BIE headquarters is in Paris, France, as stipulated in the Convention.

The BIE comprises a General Assembly, a President, an Executive Committee, an
Administration and Budget Committee, a Regulations Committee, and an Information and
Communication Committee.

The BIE Secretariat, under the authority of a Secretary-General, manages the current business
of the Bureau in accordance with the instructions of the General Assembly and of the
Committees. The Secretariat represents the formal link between the Expos and the BIE
member states.

Expos History



Expos have a long history that predates the creation of the BIE. The historic large-scale
markets located at major routes intersections supported the prosperity of strategic cities and
regions. Through regular venues, these markets fostered an atmosphere of mutual
understanding and fellowship between people of different nations and often conflicting
cultures. Buyers and sellers would flock to the cities of Lyon, Frankfurt and Leipzig in
particular from all over medieval Europe.

The first Expo, as we conceive it today, took place in London in 1851, almost a century
before the creation of BIE. Paris organized six brilliant Expos in 1855, 1867, 1878, 1889,
1900 and 1937. Other major cities followed in creating major events that attracted craftsmen,
innovators and producers from all over the world. Among the well-known cities that have
hosted Expos include: Vienna 1873, Barcelona 1888, Brussels 1897 and Saint-Louis 1904.

However, as the success of these events grew, so did the problems, the uncertainties and the
potential for conflicts. In the words of Maurice Isaac, the first Director of the BIE:

"For a long time, international exhibitions followed no other rule than that laid down by the
country in which they were organized. [...] The internal law of the country was alone in
governing each event. An exhibition was international, not because its rules of organization
were deliberated jointly by countries pursuing a common cause, but for the mere fact that
different countries took part in it."

Already in 1907, France felt it was necessary to establish an international framework for
Expos. In 1912, the German Government launched the initiative to gather interested
governments through the Berlin Conference, which laid the foundations of an international
agreement governing international exhibitions. Unfortunately, the 1914 diplomatic act could
not be ratified because of World War I.

Starting in 1920, a second initiative was launched, and, finally, in 1928, a new conference
took place in Paris. On November 22nd, the delegates of thirty-one countries signed the first
international treaty governing the organization of international exhibitions: the 1928
Convention of Paris provides, to this day, the regulatory framework for all World and
International Expos.

The BIE was established in order to ensure the proper application of this Convention.
Rules

Extract from the Convention of Paris signed 22nd November 1928:

“PART II - General Conditions governing the Organisation of International Exhibitions

ARTICLE 3

International exhibitions presenting the following features shall be eligible for registration by
the International Exhibitions Bureau referred to in Article 25 below:

A) Their duration may not be less than six weeks nor more than six months;

B) The rules governing the exhibition buildings used by the participating States shall be laid
down in the general regulations of the exhibition. If a tax is chargeable on property under the
legislation of the inviting State, the organisers shall be responsible for paying it. Only
services actually rendered in accordance with the regulations approved by the Bureau shall
qualify for reimbursement;



C) From January 1st, 1995 the interval between two registered exhibitions shall be at least
five years; the first exhibition may be held in 1995. The International Exhibitions Bureau
may nevertheless accept a date not more than one year earlier than the date resulting from the
above provision, to allow celebration of a special event of international importance, without
however altering the five-year interval laid down in the original calendar.

ARTICLE 4

A) International exhibitions presenting the following features shall be eligible for recognition
by the International Exhibitions Bureau:

o RE

their duration may not be less than three weeks nor more than three months;

they must illustrate a definite theme;

their total surface area must not exceed 25 ha;

they must allocate to the participating States premises constructed by the organiser, free of
all rents, charges, taxes and expenses other than those representing services rendered ; the
largest space allocated to a State must not exceed 1.000 m2. The International Exhibitions
Bureau may however authorise a derogation from the requirement that premises be
allocated free of charge if the economic and financial situation of the organising State
justifies it;

only one recognised exhibition, pursuant to this paragraph A, may be held between two
registered exhibitions;

only one registered exhibition or exhibition recognised pursuant to this paragraph A, may
be held in the same year.

B. The International Exhibitions Bureau may also grant recognition to:

1.

the Milan Triennial Exhibition of Decorative Arts and Modern Architecture, on grounds
of historical precedence, provided that it retains its original features;

Al horticultural exhibitions approved by the International Association of Horticultural
Producers, provided that there is an interval of at least two years between such exhibitions
in different countries and at least ten years between events held in the same country;

due to be held in the interval between two registered exhibitions.”

Expos under the BIE’s auspice’s

The 1928 Paris Convention, which created the BIE and established the rights and
responsibilities of the organizers and participants of an Expo, applies to all international
exhibitions held by governments except:

Exhibitions lasting less than three weeks

Fine arts exhibitions

Exhibitions of an essentially commercial nature



The BIE today categorizes these international exhibitions into two main types: World Expos
and International/Specialized Expos.

The BIE’s role with respect to these exhibitions is to ensure the just application of the
Convention and of other BIE regulations as well as to arbitrate any dispute that may arise
between countries competing to host an exhibition or between participants and organizers of
an exhibition.

The two types of Expos differ principally in the size of the Expo site, the duration of the
event, and the scope of the theme (see chart below).

In regulatory terms, World Expos and International/Specalized Expos are referred to as
“International Registered Exhibitions” and “International Recognized Exhibitions,”
respectively.

Since 1931, the year the 1928 Paris Convention came into effect, there have been different
modifications to the categorization of Expos. The current categorization, described here, has
been in use since 1996, the year the Amendment of 1988 came into effect.

INTERNATIONAL (SPECIALIZED)

WORLD EXPO EXPO
CATEGORY Registered Recognized
FREQUENCY Every 5 years Between 2 World Expos
MAX.
DURATION 6 months 3 months

States, international
PARTICIPATION |organizations, civil society,
companies

States, international organizations, civil
society, companies

The theme must reflect a -
THEME . The theme must be specialized
universal concern

The participants themselves [The organizer makes available to
CONSTRUCTION (design and build their own  participants the pavilions’ modules free
pavilions of rent and charges

SITE Unlimited surface 25 hectares maximum

City looking to accelerate City looking to establish themselves on
HOST CITY projects of urban and the international arena and to promote
economic renewal growth

Since 1960, the BIE also grants recognition to the International Horticultural Exhibitions
(“Al International Exhibitions”) approved by the AIPH (International Association of
Horticultural Producers).



The BIE also recognizes the Milan Triennial Exhibition of Decorative Arts and Modern
Architecture, on the grounds of historical precedence, provided that it retains its original
features.



